
THE WORLD BANK ACTIVELY PROMOTES  
NEO-LIBERALISM IN SENEGAL

Since the late 1980s, the World Bank has influenced the Senegalese pub-
lic policy at the expense of households’ livelihoods with the mantra “Less 
State, Better State.” The proportion of structurally poor households in 
Senegal rose from 39% in 1994 to 60% in 2010.3 The Doing Business 
ranking of the country since 2007 has pushed for even more withdrawal 
of public and social action, and instead, promoted economic liberal-
ization and trade facilitation. The latter trade area early on has bene-
fitted from the Bank’s “Business Climate” team analysis and advice.4 
Thus, trade facilitation is Senegal’s area of excellence. Despite its low 
score in the overall Doing Business ranking in 2014, Senegal remained 
positioned 3rd in the “trading across borders” category in Sub-Saharan 
Africa region (80th worldwide and ahead of India and Russia).5 Through 
this good notation, the World Bank rewarded the country’s efforts in the 
“dematerialization of procedures”6 in cross-border trade and the lower-
ing of tariffs for investors.

Find out more and take action at: www.ourlandourbusiness.org

DOING BUSINESS REFORMS IN 
SENEGAL

World Bank’s Doing Business ranking is 
taken very seriously by the Senegalese gov-
ernment which is determined to improve its 
performance on the index.2 Its efforts are evi-
denced by the “good reforms” implemented 
in the country including:

 ✓ In 2014, Senegal made transferring prop-
erty easier by reducing the tax on the 
transfer from 15 to 10%.

 ✓ In 2009, Senegal introduced time-limits at 
the Land Registry and at the Directorate 
of Taxes and Property to facilitate property 
transfer. These measures have reduced 
the time required to obtain title deeds.

SENEGAL’S VAIN EFFORTS 

Senegal continually plummets in the annual ranking. It lost 32 places from 146th position in 2007 to 178th out of 189 countries 
in 2014. President Macky Sall complained that the 2014 ranking did not take into account the reforms implemented in 2013, 
such as the suppression of transaction authorization, revision of the Code of Civil Procedure to improve investor protection, 
or further property transfer facilitation.1 These new reforms, likely to be praised by the World Bank, favor land grabbing in 
Senegal, a country where large-scale land deals have become increasingly frequent in the recent years. 

Promoting agribusiness at the expense of smallholder 
agriculture, the World Bank initiated important projects 
such as the Program for the Development of Agricultural 
Markets in Senegal (PDMAS), designed primarily to 
stimulate investment and public-private partnership for 
market-oriented innovation in agriculture. In 2014, inter-
national year of family farming, the Bank launched the 
PDIDAS project (Integrated and Sustainable Agricultural 
Development Program in Senegal) with $80 million fund-
ing to promote agribusiness development over 10,000 

hectares of the Lake Guiers and Ngalam region. This fund-
ing was attributed despite continual increase of major large-
scale land acquisitions in the region of the Senegal River 
Valley. At least 657,753 hectares, 16% of Senegal’s arable land, 
were awarded to 17 companies between 2000 and 2011.7 One 
of the latest projects, run by the international conglomer-
ate Senhuile-Sénéthanol, has acquired 20,000 hectares for 
export-oriented agriculture, at the expense of 9,000 herders 
and farmers who depend on the land for their livelihoods. 8
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Photo: Local farmers cultivate their small family plots outside the Ndiael borders. © Enda Pronat
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